In the last issue we featured Tshukudu Bush Lodge in the Pilanesberg so
for this edition we will be looking at Madikwe River Lodge, which is
situated in the North Eastern part of Madikwe Game Reserve.

About the Lodge:

This 3-star lodge is ideally positioned on the banks of the Groot Marico
River and surrounded by lush riverine forest.

A wooden bridge connects the car park to the main lodge building, which
houses a small curio shop, a lounge and a large fireplace that heats both
the lounge and dining area.
The split level wooden deck leads to an outside seating area with views of
the river and another wooden bridge takes you over the river to the
boma. There is a swimming pool next to the wooden deck, then another
set of steps leads up to the TV and games room. Just off the main
building along a gravelled pathway is a lovely rock pool.

Food & Drinks:

Meals are served
either buffet style
or off a set menu
in the restaurant
or, weatherpermitting, in the
boma. All our
meals were tasty
and wellpresented.

Accommodation at Madikwe River Lodge:
Perched on the river bank are 16 thatched chalets. All the chalets are split
level with a separate lounge, a bar fridge/ tea and coffee station and a
private balcony
with views over the
Groot Marico River.
The bedroom has
either twin beds or
king size beds, ensuite bathroom,
with bath and
shower overlooking
the river, ceiling
fan, airconditioner,
bathroom heater &
hairdryer.
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Activities:

There are two game drives per day - an early morning and a late
afternoon, both drives will stop for either a coffee or sun-downer break in
the bush.

Our Sightings:

As we mentioned in the introduction, Madikwe River Lodge is the only 3star lodge in Madikwe but we have had 4 and 5-star experiences
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when staying here. Most, if not all up-market lodges, have good food,
lovely chalets and comfortable communal areas but as nature
photographers we are more concerned about the field guides as these are
the people who can make or break your photo safari and this is where
Madikwe River Lodge excels.
For us, the ideal lodge should provide us with both exciting game drives
and opportunities to photograph from the lodge and we have had
captured super images from our chalet and on the drives.
Most wildlife photographers want to see and photograph the superseven animals - the big-five plus cheetah and wild dogs – anything over
and above that are bonuses. So let’s see what photos we captured while
staying at Madikwe River Lodge.
Lions tend to be at the top of most visitors’ lists of subjects to see and
photograph…

In the image above, the male lion is eating off of a rhino carcass. The
rhino had been poached and the area closed to the field guides but after
the autopsy the location was opened. We were the first to arrive at 06h30
and found no predator activity at the carcass.
Other vehicles would come past, see nothing was happening and leave
but Charles said we should wait and our patience paid off! At 08h30 the
male lion appeared from the bushes and started to feed.

Kruger-2-Kalahari.com

Elephants and rhinos are relatively easy to find but it’s the elusive
leopard that gets most guests excited.
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Cheetah and wild dogs are also exciting subjects but they can be very
difficult to find in some parks but in Madikwe they are seen quite often.
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Our bonus sighting was
the very rare Aardwolf.

And we were able to
spend a whole day with
him! Charles had no
problem leaving earlier in
the mornings and staying
out later in order for us to
see him. Some guides are
strict clock-watchers who
leave at a certain time
and return at a certain
time, regardless of the
sightings you are at.

The one night we wanted to photograph the milky way but the
conditions were not ideal before dinner so Charles volunteered to take us
out after dinner to find an ideal foreground subject facing south in an
open area
– not an
easy
request to
fulfil but he
found the
ideal spot
for us…
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Being one of the few lodges situated on the banks of the Groot Marico
River we also got to see and photograph aquatic species such as
crocodiles and hippos…

We photographed Harry the Hippo from our chalet at night. He sometimes
comes into the lodge grounds to eat the grass!
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There are also many water-birds
like this rare Finfoot…

We realise that it’s unreasonable
to expect the guides to find us
predators and other exciting
subjects on every drive so we
supplement our mammal images
with landscapes and macro images
and this is where the field guides
at Madikwe River Lodge excel.

Some guides only chase after the big-five but the guides at River Lodge
are interested in all nature so we got to capture some stunning sunsets…
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We also saw some lovely wildflowers and a few of the ‘small-five’!

At Madikwe River Lodge the Setswana
culture dominates – they hire locals and
provide some of the best training.
Charles and Benson are both a good
testimony of this. Unlike some other
lodges, where there is animosity
between the guides, Benson and
Charles work well as a team.
On one drive we wanted to see a
leopard and Benson’s guests wanted
cheetah. We found the cheetah and
called Benson in…
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…while
Benson
found the
leopard
and called
us in…
Very
happy
guests on
both
vehicles!

We have stayed at Madikwe River Lodge 5 times, that alone says a lot
and we have never been disappointed with their food, service, facilities or
game drives. They are the pot of gold at the end of the rainbow!

Contact the lodge on email: reception@madikweriverlodge.com or
phone: +27 (0)14 778-9000 / fax: +27 (0)14 778 9020.
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