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Kruger Park
We spent two and a half weeks in the Kruger Park over December and had some great
sightings. Many 'experts' will tell us that the northern Kruger does not produce good animal
sightings yet we stayed only in the north (Olifants, Letaba, Shingwedzi and Punda Maria) and
we had excellent sightings. Actually, we had multiple sightings of six of the 'super-seven'
animals. We saw cheetah, lions, leopard, elephant, white rhino and buffalo, mainly between
Letaba and Punda Maria. This year Olifants did not produce good sightings for us.

Male Lion in Dry Letaba Riverbed (before sunrise)
Nikon D3s with 600mm f4 lens plus 1.7x TC mounted on tripod. (We were shooting from the
high-level Letaba bridge. ISO 12800, 1/640 sec at f8
Copyright: Mario Fazekas
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We also spent a few hours with a group of four cheetahs just north of Shingwedzi. They really
entertained us by jumping onto every sign they saw (as you will see from the cover photograph).
We had two very nice leopard cub sightings, this one was just past Shingwedzi camp. He spent
about an hour in some rocks and then he came strolling out, stopped to watch impala and then
he disappeared into the bush.

Leopard Cub Observing Impala
Nikon D300 with 18-200mm zoom lens @ 80mm.
ISO 1600, 1/2000 sec at f8
Copyright: Jenny Fazekas
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This leopard cub was spotted on the Shongololo loop behind Mopani camp. He and his mate
were lying in the grass and when our vehicle came past they took off but this one was curious
and he climbed onto an anthill to look at us before he too disappeared.

Leopard Cub On Anthill
Nikon D3s with 600mm f4 lens plus 1.7x TC resting on beanbag
ISO 9000, 1/1000 sec at f8
Copyright: Mario Fazekas
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A PIECE OF “EXPERT” ADVICE YOU MUST IGNORE
I read this article entitled Nature and 'Wildlife Photography in Kruger National Park' and I was
enjoying it until I got to the chapter titled 'Ignore the Boards'.
The author's advice is for us to "Please ignore these!" His justification is that he "has seen
children fight their boredom by sticking the pins all over the place". Well, we managed to get all
the photographs in this newsletter (except the crocodile kill on the last page) by following the
pins on the sighting boards. Yes, we have also seen kids moving the pins around but just
because this happens now and again we must ignore the boards?!
The author goes on to say that instead of looking at the boards you should ask your neighbours
what they saw but "just try to develop a feeling of which part of the story could be real and which
part of the story could be made up". So, not only must we ignore the boards we must try and
polygraph our neighbours as well.
The author is a good photographer but some of his advice must be ignored!
____________________________________________________________________________
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New Photographic eBook
We are pleased to announce the launch of our new
book The Photographer's Guide to Etosha National
Park. Jenny and I have written the eBook with
Kathryn Haylett, whom we met while in Etosha in
September last year.
Kathryn has spent over two years doing photographic
safaris in Etosha so she knows her stuff. We put her
to the test and she passed with flying colours. The
cheetah is the most difficult predator to see in Etosha
& Kathryn told us that she'll take us to a cheetah
mother & cub the afternoon we met her - and she did!
With our combined knowledge this book becomes a
powerful tool that will enable you to find the animals
and then know how best to photograph them.
Please click here to read some detailed reviews on
the book and to see some sample pages and the
table of content.
And the best part is that the book costs less than one night's camping in Etosha!

Some reviews of the book from around the world:
"Your time and money are valuable and the information in this book will help you save
both." - Don Stilton, Florida, USA
"Overall it is a great book that I highly recommend." - Lovelyn Bettison, London, UK
"I highly recommend the book to anyone visiting Etosha National Park to photograph the
animals - or anyone considering an African photography safari in the future."
- Anne Darling, Cognac, France
"If you’ll soon be boarding a plane and heading off to Namibia, don’t leave home without
this eBook!" - Luba Fedus, California, USA
I always say that almost anyone can take amazing pictures in Namibia thanks to the
natural light and hauntingly beautiful landscapes but when coupled with this informative
guide book, one cannot fail to produce images that are certain to make all your friends
jealous and act as a constant reminder of the magical time you spent in Namibia."
- Rhys Powell, Namibia Tourism Board UK, C/o HB Portfolio
____________________________________________________________________________
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News from our parks and further afield
Is this what it may come to in South Africa?
24-hour armed guards for each rhino!

http://www.worldpressphoto.org/

The photo above, one in his series titled “Rhino Wars”, shows a four man anti-poaching team
that permanently guards a Northern White Rhino on Ol Pejeta Conservancy in Kenya. The
conservancy is the home of four of the remaining eight Northern White Rhino, the world’s most
endangered animal.
A South African photographer Brent Stirton, won first prize in the Nature Category, Stories, at
the World Press Photo Awards 2012 with his photo story depicting the appalling rhino poaching
taking place in Africa.
The conservancy is an important not-for-profit wildlife conservancy in the Laikipia District of
Kenya and the largest sanctuary for black rhinos in East Africa. It is also the home of four of the
remaining eight Northern White Rhino, the world’s most endangered animal.
Most people are unaware that, on the international market, rhino horn is now more valuable than
gold! This is due to the demand by wealthy Asian middle and upper class who use the ground
rhino horn as medicine. South Africa alone lost more than 400 rhinos to illegal poaching
incidents in 2011.
____________________________________________________________________________
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SANParks Restaurant Survey
Last year I received a survey from SANParks. They wanted us to answer a whole lot of
questions because...
"Feedback from SANParks’ customers has indicated that the dining product offered in
the restaurants and at the take-away facilities is at best “average” and in many instances
“poor”.
SANParks is of the view that the introduction of South African Restaurant Brands
through a franchise model will resolve the problems that are currently experienced at the
restaurants ensuring consistency, value for money, product and pricing options, quality
of offering and high service standards."
At last they are doing something about the terrible food in the restaurants!
Before the restaurants were outsourced the food and service was good and we enjoyed eating
there. Since the outsourcing, the restaurants have been redecorated so they look very nice but
generally the food and service leave much to be desired. The first catering company, Nature's
Group, went insolvent and then a second company was awarded the contract and they were no
better than Nature's Group. They have had the contact for about 6 years and the food quality
has steadily gone down while prices have naturally gone up.
We, however, visited the Kruger in September and December 2011 and we had the usual slop
at Punda Maria, Shingwedzi and Satara but surprisingly good food and service from Mopani and
Olifants camps. We made a few enquires and found out that some restaurants (like Olifants &
Mopani) have replaced their 'cooks' with chefs and they have new managers. Unfortunately this
is a case of 'too little too late'! Why did they not put qualified chefs and managers in all the
restaurants from day one!?
Anyway, we were asked which of the following brands we would like to see in the Kruger:
Restaurant brand: Spur, Cape Town Fish Market, Mugg and Bean, Café 41, Tashas, Wimpy,
House of Coffees, Cattle Baron, Primi Piatti, Tuscan BBQ, Carnivore, Wiesenhofs, Burgundys,
Brazza, Bugattis, Fournos, Newscafe, Moyo's, Butcher House, John Dory's, Famous Fishhoeks,
Cofi, or Panarottis
Take-away brand: Debonaires, Steers, Nando's, Sandwich Baron, Romans, Scooters, Anat,
KFC, Milky Lane, Vovotelo, Kauai food or Juicy Lucy.
I don't think Mugg & Bean or Steers signs will fit into the safari experience so I just hope which
ever company gets awarded this new catering tender will appreciate the business and thereby
provide good food and service and that they will have a safari brand instead of their normal
brand.
____________________________________________________________________________
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New Camp Sites and Accommodation Units for the Kgalagadi
Sanparks has put out an environmental impact assessment for the proposed construction of 10
new accommodation units, 10 new luxury camping sites, a new access road, upgrading of
services infrastructure and a landing strip at Nossob camp, a luxury camp site at Gharagap as
well as a luxury camp site at Craig Lockhart (Mata Mata) in the Kgalagadi national park,
northern-cape province.
In addition, we have heard rumors that on the Botswana side of the park they want to replace
the camp sites at Polentswa and Rooiputs with new up-market rest-camps.
There are many people who are not happy about this. The same goes for the new hotel
developments in the southern Kruger. The majority of park visitors want a 'wilderness
experience' and in order to get this there needs to be minimal people.
Having said that, there was also much unhappiness when the wilderness camps were built in
the Kgalagadi. People knew only three camps, Twee Rivieren, Nossob and Mata Mata and now
they want to build SIX new wilderness camps - how dare they! But in hindsight these wilderness
camps are the best thing that could have happened in the Kgalagadi!
We are hoping that these new proposed developments, if they go ahead, will also bring added
value to the park and not detract from the wilderness experience.
____________________________________________________________________________

Kruger Park Floods
The recent floods in the Kruger were not as bad as the floods of 2000 but two camps were badly
damaged and will be closed for the next few months, These are Balule (near Olifants) and
Tamboti (near Orpen Gate).
A few low-level bridges and a some dirt roads were damaged but most of these have been
repaired. The Kruger is open for business!
____________________________________________________________________________

Share Your Photos
We would love to hear from you so please remember to share your photos with us and other
visitors. It's such a waste 'hiding' your images on a computer or on a DVD where they cannot be
appreciated by others!
____________________________________________________________________________

"It can be a trap of the photographer to think that his or her best pictures were the ones
that were hardest to get."
– Timothy Allen
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Parting Shot...

Crocodile with Impala Kill on the Luvuvu River
Nikon D3s with 600mm f4 lens plus 1.7x TC resting on beanbag
ISO 2200, 1/2000 sec at f10
Copyright: Mario Fazekas
To subscribe to this newsletter please click here
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